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Inthe kitchen of designer Frank DelleDonne’s
summit, New Jersey, house, the dining table
Is surrounded by chalrs of different styles
French country, English modern, and 1940s
Italian metal, The hood over the Wolf range
and the vertical slat cabinets were inspired
by a cupboard DelleDonne came across in
an antiques store; design by Joan Picone
Walls and trim are Farrow & Ball's New White.
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Pass hars d'oeuvres so guestes will
circulate through the house

Serve buffet-style with food that
can ba eaten in one farkful

Mix serving bowls. Ifthey match
it will lock like o catering ha
|-!-:_w|'r1'|_l,' ._.',.l.._'.‘.'|._.|.| s WL [:“..;,
Champagne

JAMES SERVIN: | could live in your kitehen
FRANK DELLEDONNE: Well, vou're not the
first tosay that. People like to gather in the
kitchen, and they re alwavs telling me they
don't want to leave i, It-°'s almaost like. .. | want
tosay a church, | went for height and drama,
but painting it several shades of white makes
It open and inviting instead of
OVETPOWETINg

Do you worry about staining all that
white marble?

You know, 1 inherited my grand
mother's howse in aly, and she had
white marble countertops, They're
s vears old, they re st ained ., and
they "re beautifull, If the marble isn't
stained, it means vou're not really
i l.llllll.illl"_:. Ll 17 g serions coonk,
The dinners you must have!

I come from a huge HNalian famaly,
and they come VT .||J Ihu' Liifie [or
lfamily dinners. Ssometimes Lhere
are three or four of us ul.rlilll.: 1]
the Kitehen. The Woll range, which
wis o housew armene @l Proem ms
parcnts, has a hood that™s so power
ful it can give vou a boulfant if vou
stand under it

What do you cook?

southern ltalian peasant food. Lots
ol grains, loks of hish, and tons of
'H':._‘:l'|||h!l"|

I'm intrigued by that unusually tall
butcher block

I'm six foot two, so 42 inches is the
'|'"|'rh'| t hiestght, It's crazy to have to
bend over to chop, | also use it asa
SETVINE uaifet when | enteriaim
Did you ever cook professionally®
No, but my first business was a
chain ol e cream stores called What's the
SN L) | u|'l|'h.1'|| them when |w as 1 with
miv brother and (our cousins. The business
ended up going bankrupt. My parents lel
e farl, which 1% beilliant. When vou fail at
i, 11 definmtels ‘-J:.ll'\lrh v, Yoo beooame a
viery shirewd thinker, You think evervihing
through

Why don't you haven dirig FOOMT

| completely resisted one. Having grown up
1A home where there was an invisible force
field around the diming room—it was of |
Il s, excepl on spocial cocasions— | vowied

nevier toodo a dining room

g pattern of the hbrary's cu 7 b
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5o you always eat in the kitchen?

'l also have small dinner parties in the
Iiving room, at the round table. The living
room 15 all about entertaming. | have a lot of
seabing, but there's |,I||"|'|| v ol room o move
around. And sometimes 1 use the library as

st ||III1|I'.: SuIce

lean understand why. It"s 30 cozy and inviting

with that caramel-toned wood

It’s European pine—1"'m a sucker for pine
1T ah OO TN finish. | lowe every I'|I|||.'!_:_ alsoit
cognac, from the color o drinking it. And
the lasi !h|||.-_! 1 wanted wias one ol those fes-
tosterone-mahogany libraries that the his
bands of miv clients alwavs want, It makes
me want to pat the husbandsin a little box
anid |||.|| e e box on g shell wrtil the end ol
rh--;m-in L.

English Tudor cottages were your inspiration
when you designed the house. What appeals to

you about the style?

It"s o warm and welcoming. But 1%d sav the
decaorat il!lu is more California meets Italy
and Frunce —relaxed, but with am underly ing
formality. Plus a 1ieele eeereeped

Ineluding in your bathroom. That tub!

| I\-'L.l.*uir1"-|lirr'|.| by o tuboan the Exeelsior hotel
in Home, which had radius corners. 1 love
the wdea of a soaking tub, and |1
really use mine Its a very calming
and peaceful bathroom, buat by no
means Hat and ordinary

I'd say the same for your bedroom

I wanted it to be consistent with
the tone and Mavorof the rest of the
house, but more serene. My start
ing paint was the antigque mirrors
on the built-ins. Thev're like the
ones 1"vie seen at "n.'l':--,|||||"\.I anil in
somany homes in Burope, They add
dddreamy elfect, a |||1.--rr'|_l.__

Those gray walls are surprisingly
beautiful

Gray is so misunderstood, Most
|I|'|IFI|.r' associate it with "Sos prom
dressies and the wiardrobe From
Phigraestyy. 1t can be a very hard, cold
i |||1|I. it there are the Il ST e -
ing tones of gray, especially when
it"s a washed French grav. This is a
stirie wallpaper, so it adds not only
subtle color but texture as well
What was your bedroom like grow
ing up?®

I shared a room with two brothers,
and | was incharge of the decor, We
had blue taffeta fringe, with swigs
and jabots on the windows, and
French provineial formiture. | think
we were all scarred For life

Does anyone from your huge ltalian
family ever stay in the guest room?

My nieces and nr-iﬁu'“ “ -\.In'l'la there, and
they say that oversize ceiling fixture is like
the moon, It grounds the space, which feels
| rllr Ilkl R L Illl||'\t' my PIII|J‘-1' s !||'..'II| i
] |II||. and the room 18 on the second Hoor.
When couples spend the night, they say the
twin beds remind them of their child hood
It gaves theim a warm feelinie.

You really know how to live, don't you?

1 |1'i-\ i 'L\.ll..ll | ||'“ imv clicni=: g 1“'.L|Hl' can't
|'III||. i U =Haul. You can't take any Pl!l;llu wilh

v, s vou might as well enjoy

EDRY DORETTASPERD
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alittle bit of smokin
master bedroam

headboard and coverad It ir
by Edelman Leather. Sferra |
Lauren blanket. Pu
FORMORE DETAILS, SEE RE?
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