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NEW YORK SCHOOL OF INTERIOR DESIGN 
INAUGURATES ITS SIXTH PRESIDENT

By ADAM BLOCH
The New York School of Interior Design 

(NYSID) officially marked the beginning of a 

new era in its history last month with the inau-

guration of its sixth president, Dr. Christopher 

Cyphers, at the Asia Society.

“This is an exciting time to lead an institution 

like the New York School of Interior Design,” 

Cyphers said during his inaugural address. 

“Today, 92 years after NYSID’s founding, we 

are poised to embrace new opportunities, face 

new challenges, and ultimately guide this col-

lege forward toward what I believe is an exciting 

and promising future.”

The inauguration’s theme was “Educating a 

Green Generation”, one that was emphasized 

throughout the proceedings.

“The issue of sustainability is more than a 

slogan issue or the province of fringe groups,” 

Cyphers said. “The urgency of sustainability 

has become an important part of interior design 

pedagogy and professional practice.”

The most immediate result of this new focus 

was the establishment of an Honor Roll of Green 

Design. Up next is a graduate program that will 

offer a Master’s degree in sustainable design. 

This new avenue of study is in keeping with 

a greater expansion highlighted in NYSID’s 

first strategic plan, the signature initiative of 

Cypher’s presidency so far. Also planned are 

graduate programs in lighting design and design 

management, undergraduate programs in furni-

ture design and the history of interior design, 

and the development of professional programs. 

This academic growth will be accompanied by 

an enrollment jump from 700 to 900 students, 

an enlargement of the college’s facilities, and an 

increase in financial resources.

Though Cyphers began his work last August, 

his inauguration did not actually take place until 

April, allowing his colleagues and students to 

welcome him with more familiarity than they 

might have otherwise. The inauguration cer-

emony was the first in the school’s history and 

drew several hundred audience members, who 

were treated to processional music by a five-

piece brass band and no fewer than 11 salutatory 

greetings, including remarks from Assemblyman 

Jonathan Bing, outgoing President Inge Heckel, 

David Rhodes, President of the School of Visual 

Arts, where Cyphers worked as provost for 

the previous six years, and Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg, whose letter was read by trustee and 

professor Lawrence Cohen.

“Dr. Cyphers comes to us with the qualities 

and experiences necessary for the extraordinary 

responsibilities he is taking on,” faculty member 

Ethel Rompilla said during the ceremony.

Cyphers was also presented with newly com-

missioned emblems of his office, a presidential 

medallion, and ceremonial mace. Both were 

designed and constructed with assistance from 

members of the NYSID community.

During his address, Cyphers stressed the resil-

ience of the design industry in adverse financial 

conditions, saying defiantly at one point, “Mark 

my words—there will be a place for interior, 

lighting, furniture, and product designers, as 

well as those focused more generally on the 

issue of sustainability in design, in what many 

believe will be a new economy.” #
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