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walkthrough

It’s back to school 
time at the former 
Williams Club of 
New York. Though 
Williams College’s 
alumni sold the 
Murray Hill prop-
erty—two adjoining 
1900’s town houses 
with a duplex pent-
house addition—
another educational 
institution has made 
its mark there. New 
York School of Inte-

rior Design graduate Lilian Bakhash, also the 
wife of the developer who converted the club 
into an extended-stay hotel, the William, pulled 
in three of her NYSID teachers to collaborate 
with her on the project.

While her Lilian B Interiors handled the 
furnishings, the space-planning fell to Mason 
Wickham and Edwin Zawadzki, the married 
principals of In Situ Design. And all three took 
their cues from another faculty member, an 
artist-designer coincidentally named William. 
(His last name is Engel.) Oil paintings com-
missioned from him set the tone on the five 
guest floors. 

Clockwise from top left: The hotel’s pair of brick-and-sandstone 
town houses were built in the early 1900’s and became the 
Williams Club of New York in 1924. In a suite, a Swedish 1960’s 
settee, Marco Corti chairs, and a Thomas Pederson cocktail table 
gather on a custom wool rug. Some suites feature Poul Kjærholm 
chairs. For the guest corridors, oils on canvas were commissioned 
from William Engel, a professor at the New York School of Interior 
Design. Suites’ blackened-brass sconces and bronze-accented, 
wall-mounted nightstands are all custom. 
Opposite: A suite’s Finn Juhl table is surrounded by Cees 
Braakman chairs. 
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With many hotels, the art program is intro-
duced toward the end of the design process. 
Not so for the William. Everyone worked to-
gether, in the same studio. Engel’s paint chips 
shared pinup space with fabric swatches and 
materials samples. “As the paintings material-
ized, so did the rooms,” Zawadzki notes. “As 
the rooms evolved, so did the paintings.” 

Engel’s abstract oils on canvas now hang 
in the guest corridors, establishing the color 
scheme for each floor: blue, teal, pink, green, 
and orange with chartreuse. The correspond-
ing palettes then continue in the 33 guest 
rooms and suites. “We imagined that the 
building’s roof opened, and paint poured 
down,” Bakhash explains. In varying degrees 
of vibrancy and saturation, the theme colors 
appear on walls and floating partitions, on 
headboards and rugs, on furniture that’s 
largely mid-century Scandinavian. 

walkthrough

Clockwise from top: Antiqued brass accents the reception 
desk. Engel also painted the oil above a Paola Navone sofa in 
a penthouse suite. Cotton velvet covers a suite’s custom head- 
board. As a way-finding device, blue indicates the second floor. 
Niels Bendtsen designed this suite’s swivel chair.
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A  P I T TS  FA M I LY  T R A D I T I O N  •  M A D E  I N  A M E R I C A
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FROM FRONT jONaThaN adleR: side tables (suite). FRedeRicia FuRNiTuRe: cocktail tables 
(suites). Nube iTalia: lounge chairs. ThROugh hOMe aNThOlOgy: settees. kvadRaT ThROugh 
MahaRaM: settee fabric, window seat fabric. lighTs up!: drum fixtures. aRTeRiORs: lamps. 
bOkaRa Rug cOMpaNy: custom rugs. cRéaTiON bauMaNN: headboard fabric. iiTTala: glass
ware. FRiTz haNseN: side chairs. MahaRaM: side chair upholstery. ONe cOllecTiON: dining 
tables. uMs pasTOe: dining chairs. geRvasONi: sofa (suite). TOM dixON: pen dant fixture. 
gReeNFORM: chaises (terrace). MONTis: swivel chairs (suites). blu dOT: bench (suite). 
MaTTeR: stool. ThROughOuT TRaNs.luxe: custom sconces. Tech lighTiNg: recessed ceiling 
fixtures. duRiTe: flooring. beNjaMiN MOORe & cO.: paint. bOjidaR kadiev aRchiTecT: architect 
of record. sTaci Ruiz lighTiNg cONsulTaNT: lighting consultant. sw eNgiNeeRiNg: structural 
engineer, mep. cw kelleR & assOciaTes: woodwork. hOuse OF esquiRe: uphol stery workshop. 
lOdiN gROup: general contractor.

Each of the suites 
on the green level 
opens to a private 
terrace. The two 
penthouse suites, 
which boast their 

own Engel paintings in the living area, got the orange-chartreuse 
combo. “It’s a sucker punch that may leave you gasping for beige,” 
Wickham says. You won’t, however, find the deep purple and gold of 
Williams College. —Stephen Milioti

From top: Epoxy resin flooring flows through corridors. Suites’ kitchenettes 
combine engineered-stone counters and anigre-veneered cabinetry. 

Circle 209


