
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PS 9 AND MS 571 SCHOOLS IN PROSPECT HEIGHTS, BROOKLYN JOINTLY 

UNVEIL STATE-OF-THE-ART SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Opening to Student Population Delayed Due to School Budget Cuts 

Prospect Heights, Brooklyn, November 2, 2010 – Public School 9 and Middle School 571 today 
unveiled a dramatic library renovation at their joint campus at 80 Underhill Avenue in the 
Prospect Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn, NY. Unfortunately, due to a shortage of staffing 
funds in both schools’ budgets, after the opening events the library will remain closed until 
money is found for a librarian.   

A Steering Committee, led by PS 9 parent, Rebecca Shulman Herz, which included parents and 
staff from both schools, was created to bring together all the elements needed to make the school 
library come to fruition. The space – now affectionately nicknamed “The Book Hive” – 
originally served as a library decades ago but became a junkyard of furniture thick with paint, 
obsolete technology, and musty books. Bits of graffiti confirmed the abandonment. It’s hard to 
imagine such a cheerless space when you walk into the second-story room today. Opposite the 
door, 60-foot-long row of windows fill the room with light and flooring the color of yellow 
beeswax and warm white walls make it inviting. New maple furniture, including hexagonal 
tables, are in keeping with the concept and colors of a beehive.  

The library’s designers set themselves the challenge of creating a space with the feel of a 
million-dollar Robin Hood library on a government budget. The expensive-looking hive concept 
was developed pro bono by interior designer and PS 9 parent Kiki Dennis, to meet the 
committee’s objective of a room that emphasizes community. PS 9 parent and graphic artist Chip 
Rich took the idea and ran with it, creating a Book Hive brand with a distinctive logo and fonts 
for its signage, bookmarks, bookbags, and stationery; he is also working with PS 9 parent Doris 
Sullivan to create a website that will allow the Book Hive to share news and continue 
fundraising. 

The Book Hive was a truly collaborative effort of the PS 9 and MS 571 communities. “We are 
blessed to live in a community where committed parents shared their professional expertise to 
help us create, raise money for, and build the Book Hive,” said PS 9 Principal Sandra D’Avilar.  



The Steering Committee collaborated with Melissa Jacobs-Israel in the NYC Department of 
Education’s Department of Library Services, who helped them to identify key elements to create 
a “dream library”; worked with architecture students at New York City College of Technology 
(City Tech) taught by former PS 9 parent Illya Azaroff, to gather design ideas; held a breakfast 
for local officials to raise awareness of the project; and partnered with the NYC DOE’s Center 
for Assistive Technology to ensure the library offers resources for all students and to create a 
District 13 resource. Jennifer Rose of the Department of Education’s Community Learning 
Support Organization was also instrumental in helping the Committee negotiate with city 
agencies and government-approved vendors.   
 
Altogether the Committee raised nearly $500,000 from the City for the project, which was 
funded by the offices of Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz and City Councilwoman 
Letitia James. “Given the current state of our economy, it’s amazing that the library was built 
entirely from public money, not private donations,” said MS 571 Principal Santosha Troutman.  
 
However, the Library currently doesn’t have a staff librarian due to school budget cuts and will 
have to keep its doors closed until funds become available. Until they do, the District 13 children 
this 2,150 square foot space is intended to serve will have only restricted access to its more than 
4,000 books and reading resources, six computer stations, and interactive white board.    
 
A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held at the Book Hive for school staff, teachers and local 
officials on November 12th at 9:30 am.  The schools will also host a Community Open House on 
November 17th at 5:30 pm. Both events will be held at 80 Underhill Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
11238. 
 

 

For more information:  Rebecca Shulman Herz, PS 9 parent/Book Hive Steering Committee 
Chairperson, rebeccasherz@gmail.com or 917-771-1374; Charmaine Derrell-Jacobs, PS 9 Parent 
Coordinator, cderrell@schools.nyc.gov or (718) 638-3260 x1121 or (347) 563-5324; or  
Ladrecia Balfour, MS 571 Parent Coordinator, lbalfour2@schools.nyc.gov or (718) 638-1740 
x2094.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The PS 9 / MS 571 library space before renovation.  The space was used by health classes at 
MS 571, and occasionally by the Center for Assistive Technology of the NYC Department of 

Education.  Books in the space were from the 1950s and 1960s. 

The renovated Book Hive.  The library will eventually house 15,000 volumes of books, 36 
laptops, 9 desktop computers, and various other technology.  A PS 9 third-grade student who 

visited the space says, “It’s a great place to relax and have quiet time, and it has all my favorite 
books.” 



COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE!

The new PS9/MS571 l ibrary,  the Book Hive,  

is now completed! Al l  members of the PS9/MS571  

community are invited to an Open House to  

enjoy this wonderful new space, funded by city  

off icials and designed by PS9 parent Kiki Dennis.

PS9/MS571
80 UNDERHILL AVE

SECOND FLOOR

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 17, 2010 

5:00 – 8:00 PM

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED BY  

THE PS9/MS571 PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATIONS 

FUNDING FOR THE BOOK HIVE HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY PROVIDED BY

THE OFFICE OF MARTY MARKOWITZ,  BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT

THE OFFICE OF LETITIA JAMES, NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL



 

Book Hive Fact Sheet 
Address: 
80 Underhill Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

Schools served: 
PS 9 and MS 571 

Number of students served: 
800

Square footage: 
2,150 feet 

Current number of volumes: 
4,250 

Planned eventual number of volumes:  
15,000

Current technology (purchased): 
• DESTINY Automation System 
• Follett Panther Barcode scanner  
• 9 desk top computers 
• White board with integrative Mimio functionality 
• Assistive Technologies -- word processing and communication device work 

stations and charge carts, headphones   
• 2 printers/copiers 
• Document projector  
• Mobile projector  
• Poster maker  
• Laminating machine  

Additional planned eventual technology: 
• 36 laptops on laptop cart with charger 
• 2 printers/copiers  
• 50” flatscreen TV  
• DVD/VCR 

For more information:  Rebecca Shulman Herz, PS 9 parent/Book Hive Steering 
Committee Chairperson, rebeccasherz@gmail.com or 917-771-1374; Charmaine Derrell-
Jacobs, PS 9 Parent Coordinator, cderrell@schools.nyc.gov or (718) 638-3260 x1121 or 
(347) 563-5324; or Ladrecia Balfour, MS 571 Parent Coordinator, 
lbalfour2@schools.nyc.gov or (718) 638-1740 x2094.  


